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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 , 2, and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0178442 A1 (Thomson hereinafter) in 
view of US Patent No. 6,332,550 B1 (Bennett et al hereinafter). 
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Fig. 1 of US Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0178442 A1 (Thomson hereinafter) 



Application/Control Number: 10/565,267 
Art Unit: 4159 



Page 4 




Fig. 3 of Thomson 
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Fig. 5 of Thomson 
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4. In re Claim 1 , with reference to Fig. 1 , Fig. 2, Fig. 3 and Fig. 5 of Thomson 
above, Thomson discloses: 
A closure comprising: 

• a discharge sleeve (10) with outer (20) and inner pipes (30) at its inlet end, a 
collar (portion A) with an external thread (300), raking props (95) and a plug (90) 
at its outlet end; 

• an inner hood (280) with sp li nes on i ts s i de exter i or surface and a pouring tube 
(60) at its outlet end, said inner hood being threadedly engaged on the collar 
(portion A) of the discharge sleeve (10) thereby to allow its axial movement 
resulting from rotation, 

• a removable gate installed on the exterior side surface of the inner pipe, said 
gate having sealing lips (160) on its exterior surface and a flange (210) on its 
outlet end, said flange being located between the inner (30) and the outer pipes 
(20), 

• an outer hood (330) having a tamper-indicating means (320) at its outlet end, 
sp li n e s on i ts i nt e r i or s i d e surfac e ther e by to e ngag e sp li n e s on th e i nn e r hood, 
and transv e rs e proj e ct i ons to i nteract w i th th e i n le t e nd of th e out e r p i p e of th e 
d i scharg e s lee v e , 

• said outer pipe (20) having longitudinal ribs (100) on its interior surface, 

• said plug (90) being supported by raking props (95) and used to shut off the 
pouring tube (60), the wall of the discharge sleeve has windows (40a-c) therein, 
said windows being spaced evenly around the periphery of the wall of said 
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discharge sleeve, and inwardly bent projections (25a-c) located under the said 
windows (40a-c), characterized in that the mating surfaces of the pouring tube 
(60) and the plug (95) are tapered, the tamper-indicating means (320) at the 
outlet end of the outer hood is made as a break-away member fixed on the end 
surface by means of at least three break-away strips (paragraph 94, lines 11-14), 
which are spaced evenly around the periphery of the interior surface of the end of 
the outer hood, or by means of a solid annular break- away strap located at the 
interior surface of the end of the outer hood, and the valve member (130) is 
made of a material which ensures its tight abutment to the seat of the removable 
gate (paragraph 0101 , lines 7-8). 
Thomson does not disclose that the inner hood has splines on its exterior surface and 
that the outer hood has splines on its inner surface and transverse projections. 
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Fig. 14 of Bennett etal. 
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5. However, with reference to Fig. 2 and Fig. 14 of Bennett et al. above, Bennett et 
al. discloses transverse projections (48) on the outer hood to interact with the inlet end 
of the outer pipe (1 8). Bennett et al. also discloses splines (84e) on the outer hood that 
that engage splines (76e) on the inner hood. 

6. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the pertinent art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the inner hood and the outer of the 
device disclosed by Thomson to have splines as taught by Bennett et al. in order to 
achieve the predictable result of making the hoods engage one another. It also would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the pertinent art at the time the invention 
was made to have modified the outer hood of the device disclosed by Thomson to have 
transverse projections as taught by Bennett et al. in order to achieve the predictable 
result of enabling the outer hood to interact with the inlet end of the outer pipe. 



Application/Control Number: 10/565,267 
Art Unit: 4159 



Page 10 




Fig. 7 of Thomson 
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7. In re Claim 2, with reference to Fig. 7 of Thomson above, Thomson discloses 
that the ball (385) of the valve is made of e.g. glass, crystal, marble (paragraph 0103, 
line 2) 

8. In re Claim 4, with reference to Fig. 1 of Thomson above, Thomson discloses 
that the longitudinal ribs (1 00) on the interior surface of the outer pipe (20) are 
separated or arranged in groups to interact with the mating surface of the bottleneck 
collar (paragraph 0078). 

9. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thomson 
in view of Bennett et al. as applied to claims 1 , 2, and 4 above, and further in view of US 
Patent No. 6,253,941 B1 (VanBrocklin et al. hereinafter). 

10. In re Claim 3, with reference to Fig. 1, 3, and 5 of Thomson and Fig. 2 and 14 of 
Bennett et al. above, Thomson in view of Bennett et al. discloses the claimed invention 
except for a sealing gasket. 

1 1 . However, VanBrocklin et al. discloses a sealing gasket (col. 4, lines 45-49). 

12. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the pertinent art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the device disclosed by Thomson in view 
of Bennett et al. to have a sealing gasket as taught by VanBrocklin et al. in order to 
achieve the predictable result of enhancing the seal between the outer pipe and the 
inner pipe of the discharge sleeve. 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patent No. 5,740,932 discloses a security closure for bottles. 
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US Patent No. 4,458,817 discloses a security closure for bottles. US Patent No. 
4,497,415 discloses a closure for bottles. US Patent No. 4,382,520 discloses a non- 
refillable closure. US Patent No. 5,246,124 discloses a closure for bottles. US Patent 
No. 3,794,202 discloses a non-refillable closure for bottles. WIPO Publication No. 
2004/089776 A1 discloses a closure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Tucker whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5722. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m., EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Nguyen can be reached on (571)272-4491. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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